December 1, 2008
Inherent Risk Law & Recreational Property Usage
Dear Representative,

I am involved with horses on Long Island.  I am anxious to have an Inherent Risk Law passed in this state to protect our industry.  There is a bill currently in the NYS Senate (S00171) and Assembly (A01325) which establishes a reasonable and uniform set of safety standards for the horse industry.  It also limits liability for injuries or the death of a person occurring while engaged in equine activities, providing those safety standards have been met.  This bill is endorsed by the NY Farm Bureau and the NYS Horse Council.

Another bill, S2803 and A4793, limits a landowner’s liability towards persons injured while using property for recreational purposes.  This, of course, includes horseback riding trails.  With so many houses being built over the former trails, riding now occurs on private property.   I would like to see this law passed to encourage the property owners to keep the existing trails open.

As a concerned voter, I urge you, my representative, to vote YES, for these bills.

Sincerely,

Signature, Printed Name, address and contact information

