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Long Island Is Horse Country!

· The New York horse industry produces goods and services valued at more than 2 billion annually (American Horse Council). 

· The national industry has a $4.8 billion impact on the New York economy. 

· Long Island has over 175,000 people involved in the equine industry as owners, riders, service providers, employees, volunteers and spectators and over 258,100 people statewide.

· Nassau and Suffolk Counties generate an estimated $1 billion in equine revenues per year (Long Island Business News)

· The Industry provides 20,000 equine and associated jobs in Nassau and Suffolk Counties. 

· Over 60,000 horses reside in Nassau and Suffolk Counties (LI Business News) and 60% are involved in English, dressage, western showing, fox hunting, trail riding and other recreational activities; 40% racing & breeding and other commercial activities.

· Horse people are educated—73% have graduated college or done graduate work.
·  Horse owners work hard—67% of the heads of household are in executive, managerial or professional occupations· 
· They invest in their homes—the average value of their homes is $421,000
· Nassau County is home to more than 30 horse breeders, mostly involved in thoroughbred racing.
· Nassau and Suffolk Counties have thousands of acres and hundreds of miles of horse trails. 
· Long Island is horse country.  It has more public horse trails than the entire state of Kentucky. 
· NYS has more people participating in horse related activities than the states of Kentucky, Illinois, Oklahoma, and Colorado.  Only California, Texas and Florida exceed New York in equestrian participants  
· The oldest cattle ranch in America is the Deep Hollow Ranch at Montauk Point, established in 1658.
· Within NYS, Suffolk County ranks 5th in the state in the numbers of horses and 6th in the state in the value of those horses.  Nassau County ranks 8th and 2nd respectively, according the NYS Dept. of Agriculture.   As urbanized as Nassau County is, it ranks FIRST in NY in number of horses per square mile at 20.24.  Suffolk has 6.22 per sq. mile.  We are indeed horse country!
· Nassau County is the home of Belmont Park and the Belmont Stakes, the final jewel in the Triple Crown.  Long Island thoroughbred racing enjoys a long season and numerous OTB facilities. 

· Suffolk County is home to the Hampton Classic a nationally recognized horse show and the largest outdoor horseshow in the country.  T-Shirt sales alone bring in $1million.  Nassau County has expressed serious interest in promoting a similar Grand Prix horse. 
· Horses are healthy:  recent medical studies indicate that children, who grow up near animals, in a farm-like atmosphere, have significantly fewer occurrences of asthma.
· Families who share an activity, such as horses, see better academic performance from their children and less interaction with drugs and illegal activities. These are the kinds of neighbors you want for all of your residents because horse property improves the desirability and hence the value of homes.
· “Many low density suburban communities will suffer lower land values because of poor planning, increasing traffic, deteriorating housing stock and loss of exclusivity.”  (ERE Yarmouth and Real Estate Research Corporation, 1998.) People with horses want less traffic, less density and careful planning with open space and recreation.  Instead of wanting more public services, they want fewer.
· In a recent study In Omaha, 65% of interviewees felt that the presence of trails nearby made their house easier to sell; furthermore, 63.8% of respondents who purchased their home said that nearby trails positively influenced their purchase decision. 
· In that same Omaha study, 77 % reported that trails increased their quality of life
· In a study by The American Horse Council; 1 in 7 Americans name horse activities as the ones they most wish to pursue.
· Nassau and Suffolk County leaders have an awesome task. You must decide whether to keep the rural feel of this community, the focus on old American family values of care for animals, old fashioned, historic recreation in a natural heritage setting or whether you are going to mandate a cookie cutter suburban development—a place disconnected from nature and healthy out of door activity. Compiled by Cyla Allison, Ph.D
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