Mr. Edward Mangano, Nassau County Executive

The County Executive Building

1 West Street

Mineola, NY  11501

Dear County Executive Mangano,

We remember when you began your first term as County Executive and you outlined your concerns and plans for Nassau County.  One of your publicly stated objectives was to help keep horse farms in the county, and as part of a fundraising effort, your administration kicked off a "painted horse" contest and auction.  There was also a meeting held in the legislative chamber where various representatives of the equestrian community voiced their concerns for the future of the horse industry in Nassau, and many (myself included), signed up for various committees that were to advise county officials in promoting and expanding Nassau's horse industry.  That initiative never materialized, those committees never convened and the "painted horse" program had limited success. 


Currently there are new assaults on the remaining horse boarders in Nassau County.  A farm in Muttontown has opted to create a showcase facility and allow in only "full service" clients at a board rate of several thousand dollars per month.  "Old" boarders (those there for years supporting the place in it's shabbier days) and who were trail enthusiasts or low level show riders, were given the opportunity to stay at a rate that would be nearly $500.00 more per month than they were currently paying.  This increase came on top of the $200.00 board raise levied in 2007!  The result is that many boarders can mot afford to remain.  A number of them are moving to Suffolk County barns.  

The result is that the "hobby horse" enthusiast--- those who trail ride the preserve, show at a low level, or ride their "family pet" in the ring are being priced out of the county.  These people have used local tack stores, veterinarians, farriers, feed stores, restaurants, etc.  They will now spend their money in Suffolk County.  Worse they will be forced to drive longer distances to see their horses.

So what can the county do?  We offer these suggestions:

1.  Before the county begins discussions over any potential equestrian development on county property, a volunteer advisory equestrian panel should be formed to assist the county in evaluating the merits of proposals and subsequent plans.

2.  If any of the barns that qualified for the 2006 Environmental Bond money actually sell their development rights to the County, a requirement that at least 10% of the total number of stalls at each facility be designated "low income housing" for horses of Nassau residents. Those boarders could be chosen via a lottery pool.

3.  Since the County no longer has a paid park patrol force for the Muttontown Preserve and no retired county horses for "volunteer rangers" to ride, the county should rent the stalls at the Ranger Station on the Muttontown Preserve's South Side to Nassau County residents who are willing to "clock in" patrol time in the Preserve.  These individuals could be lottery chosen as well and, a stewardship component could be included where the boarders would be required to help make improvements to the barn (as it is in need of some repairs).

4.  If the county does consider an equestrian operation in one of the preserves, it would be advantageous to create more trails and have a limited, well-run "hack" rental program.  It's a fun family activity and many an equestrians' first horse exposure was on a "hack " horse trail ride.  Before they knew it, they were hooked and it was on to lessons and horse ownership, adding to the revenue base of the industry. 

Muttontown Horsemen's Association feels that these are the minimal steps the County needs to take in the effort to keep the horse industry alive in Nassau County.  As it stands currently, local groups of Scouts, Boys 'n Girls club members, PAL Kids, and  handicapped groups do not have stables where they can run group lesson programs.  Nassau children will not be able to "catch horse fever" and the entry level to horses will be closed off.  We look forward to your response to our concerns and proposals.

Sincerely,

CC:  
Diane Yatauro, Nassau County Legislator


Chuck Lavine, New York State Assemblyman

